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Transformed and Transforming: 
Discipleship

And now, just as you accepted Christ 
Jesus as your Lord, you must continue 
to follow him. Let your roots grow down 
into him, and let your lives be built on 
him.  Then your faith will grow strong 
in the truth you were taught, and you 

will overflow with thankfulness.

Colossians 2:6-7 (New Living Translation)



Covenantal Discipleship

What does it mean 
to “Follow”?

What is the first 
word that come into 
your head when you 
hear the word 
Disciple?



Covenantal Discipleship
Do we take discipleship seriously?

“If  the Lord is real, it would make sense 
for the people of  God, on average, to be 
superior morally and ethically to the rest 
of  society.  Statistically, they aren’t…It’s 
hard to believe in God when it is 
impossible to tell the difference between 
His people and atheists.” 

(William Lobdell, quoted in Lunde pg 25)

Have we lost the balance between faith 
and works?



Covenantal Discipleship

Why Discipleship: Covenant Context

Jesus the fulfillment of OT history, 
therefore blessing for everyone

1. Conditional

2. Grant

1. New Covenant

(Grace – the foundation of all covenants)



SERVANT

DISCIPLE

Covenantal Discipleship

First New Covenant image of Jesus

Grace
(Follow)



Nooma DVD Dust until 7:14

Notice the pattern Know – Do-Be



SERVANT KING (PROPHET)

DISCIPLE

Demand 
(Obedience)

Covenantal Discipleship

Demands of Discipleship

“Permanent Faithfulness for all the world to 
see”

Second New Covenant Image of Jesus = King

Grace
(Follow)



Covenantal Discipleship

Grace and Demand

 Grant Covenant – Grace from the Servant 
Jesus 
(aka Paul’s emphasis on grace vs legalism)

 Called to follow and obey King Jesus



DISCIPLE

SERVANT KING (PROPHET)

Demand 
(Obedience)

Covenantal Discipleship

Grace and Demand

 What is the Character of King Jesus?

Grace
(Follow)



DISCIPLE

SERVANT KING (PROPHET)

Demand 
(Obedience)

Covenantal Discipleship

Grace and Demand

 What is the Character of King Jesus?

• Graced by the Servant
• Following the King
• Emulating/Imitating the 

Servant

Grace
(Follow)

Transformation
(Imitate)

Know–Do-Be



SERVANT KING (PROPHET)

DISCIPLE

Demand 
(Obedience)

HOLY SPIRIT

Covenantal Discipleship

Empowered Discipleship

 Jesus has fulfilled the demands of the law

 We receive the benefits of this via grace

 We are empowered for permanent 
faithfulness through the Holy Spirit

Grace
(Follow)

Transformation
(Imitate)



SERVANT KING (PROPHET)

DISCIPLE

Grace Demand 
(Obedience)

HOLY SPIRIT

Covenantal Discipleship

Empowered Discipleship

 Holy Spirit = Enabler

 Empowered Righteousness

 Spirit empowered Life

Transformation
(Imitate)

Grace
(Follow)



SERVANT KING (PROPHET)

DISCIPLE

Grace Demand 
(Obedience)

HOLY SPIRIT

WORLD

Covenantal Discipleship
Missional Discipleship

 “Blessed through you”

 “Royal priests, a holy nation”

 3 “R’s” = Remember, Receive, Respond

Grace
(Follow)

Transformation
(Imitate)



Covenantal Discipleship
 “…is learning [remembering] to 

receive and respond to God’s grace 

and demand, which are mediated 

through Jesus, the Servant King, so as 

to reflect God’s character in relation to 

him, to others, and to the world, in 

order that all may come to experience 

this same grace and respond to this 

same demand.” 

(Lunde, pg 276)



Covenantal Discipleship
James 2:17-20 

“So you see, faith by itself  isn’t enough.  Unless it 

produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.  But 

someone may argue, ‘Some peole have faith; others 

have good deeds.’ But I say, ‘How can you show me 

your fatih if  you don’t have good deeds? I will show 

you my faith by my good deeds’… Can’t you see that 
faith without good deeds is useless.”

SERVANT KING (PROPHET)

DISCIPLE

Grace
(Follow)

Demand 
(Obedience)

HOLY SPIRIT

WORLD

Transformation
(Imitate)



Covenantal Discipleship

 Discussion Questions
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And now, just as you accepted Christ 
Jesus as your Lord, you must continue 
to follow him. Let your roots grow down 
into him, and let your lives be built on 
him. Then your faith will grow strong 
in the truth you were taught, and you 

will overflow with thankfulness.

Colossians 2:6-7 (New Living Translation)

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



UP
Servant 

King

OUT
World

IN
Disciple

HOLY 
SPIRIT

Imitation



What is Spirituality?

 How would you define “Spirituality” in general?

 How would you define “Christian Spirituality”? 

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



3 Pauline Images

1. Running the Race

 Hebrews 12:1-2

 Acts 20: 24
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3 Pauline Images

1. Running the Race

 Hebrews 12:1-2

 Acts 20: 24

2. Imitation

 I Corinthians 4:14-16

 2 Thessalonians 3:6-7

3. Getting Dressed

 Colossians 3:1-17

 Ephesians 4:21-24

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



Disciplines deepen our spiritual life and empower our 

leadership

Character
Disciplines

Habits

God’s grace

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality

God awakens us spiritually by 

his grace, which motivates us to 

seek God by practicing spiritual 

disciplines and developing 

healthy life habits.

Then the more we experience 

God’s presence and activity in 

our life through the disciplines, 

the more we are motivated to 

seek God.

Timothy Geoffrion, The Spirit-led 

Leader, pg 73.



God has given us Disciplines of  the Spiritual life as a 

means of  receiving his grace.  The Disciplines allow us 

to place ourselves before God so that He can transform 

us…We must remember that the path (Disciplines) 

does not produce the change; it only puts us in the 

place where change can occur.  This is the way of  

disciplined grace.

(Richard Foster)

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



 Unique Human ability to stand outside the 
creaturely self  and the world – Self-transcendence

 Constitutive dimension/disposition of  being human

 ‘the development of  the human capacity for self-
transcendence in relation to the Absolute’ 

(Philip Sheldrake)

 the ‘conscious involvement in the project of  life 
integration through self-transcendence toward the 
ultimate value one perceives’
(Sandra M Schneiders)

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



 The central question in the spiritual quest is the 

search for meaning centred on practical lived human 

experience,

 so that spirituality could be defined broadly as ‘that 

which givens meaning to life and allows us to 

participate in the larger whole’ (John Shea)

 Dynamic process of  lived experience

Transformed and Transforming: 
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 ‘the whole of  human life viewed in terms of  a 

conscious relationship with God, in Jesus Christ, 

through the indwelling of  the Spirit and within the 

community of  believers’,  where any understanding 

of  self-transcendence in relation to something 

beyond is viewed as ‘a gift of  the Spirit of  God’. 

(Philip Sheldrake)  

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



 Christian spirituality is a lived faith that identifies 

‘the horizon of  ultimate value as the triune God 

revealed in Jesus Christ to whom Scripture 

normatively witnesses and whose life is 

communicated to the

believer by the Holy Spirit making him

or her a child of  God’. 

(Sandra Schneiders)

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



 ‘bringing together of  the fundamental ideas of  

Christianity and the whole experience of  living on the 

basis of  and within the scope of  the Christian faith’

 ‘All forms ultimately flow from the life, death, and 

resurrection of  Jesus Christ in the desire to follow 

and imitate Christ’ 

Alister E. McGrath

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



 5 main differences in contemporary Christian 
spirituality (P. Sheldrake)

1. Not one particular Christian tradition.

2. A closer association with theology

3. Not focused on perfection

4. Individual and Communal 

5. Seeks to integrate all aspects of human life

See Questions:

Transformed and Transforming: 
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Spiritual life is the life of  the whole person directed 

towards God, grounded in historical-cultural context, 

and relates to what a person does with what they 
believe.

 Spirituality “must touch every area of  human life” 

(Arch Bp Rowan Williams)

 The spiritual life is a moral life lived in response to 

God’s call in Christ

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality

Imitation
IN OUT

Disciple World

Identity Action

Therefore, ethical behaviour is ‘an act and 

actualisation of  faith’ because ‘we become 

what we do’. 



Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality

 ‘If  God’s purpose is for the redemption and 

perfection of  the creation, all human action will in 

some way or other involve the human response to 

God that is ethics’

Colin Gunton



If  spirituality seeks to integrate all aspects of  human 

life, including ethics….How do we determine the key 

moral principles?

 Biblical grand-narrative - Biblical Theology

Transformed and Transforming: 
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THE BIG STORY

Christopher Wright, The Mission of God’s 
People, p. 40.



If  spirituality seeks to integrate all aspects of  human 
life, including ethics….How do we determine the key 
moral principles?

 Biblical grand-narrative - Biblical Theology

 Use of  the Bible

 Signposts to areas not on original map

 Imaginative analogies – metaphor making -correlation

 ‘joining of  our personal stories with the 
transcendent/immanent story of  a religious 
community and ultimately with the grand narrative 
of  the divine action in the world’. (Stanley Grenz
and Roger Olson)

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality



From Eden to New Jerusalem

Creation, Continuing Creation, New Creation



• God as Creator
• Creation - outflow 

of God’s love
• Creation

• meaning and 
purpose; 

• order and 
givenness

• Humanity
• Image of God
• Relational

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality-CREATION



Theology
• God as Creator
• Creation

• Humanity
• Relational

Ethics
• Ultimate
• Penultimate

• Relationality
• Covenantal

• Personhood and autonomy

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality-CREATION



• God’s Providence
• Continuing 

presence
• Incarnation
• Kenosis
• Holy Spirit

• Obedience & 
Participation

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality-CONTINUING 

CREATION



Theology
• God’s Providence
• Continuing 

presence
• Obedience & 

Participation

Ethics
• Embodied Participation

• Compassion
• Community

• Character
• Obedience
• Holiness

• Virtues: 
• Prudence and Wisdom

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality-CONTINUING 

CREATION



• Kingdom of God: 
Fulfillment of God’s 
purposes 

• Hope 

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality-NEW CREATION



Theology
• Fulfillment of 

God’s purposes
• Hope 
• Anticipation & 

participation

Ethics
• Participation/

Anticipation
• Success and Progress
• Continuity/ 

Discontinuity
• Future Generations

• Circumspection

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality-NEW CREATION



“If God’s purpose is for the redemption and perfection 
of the creation, all human action will in some way or 
other involve the human response to God that is 
ethics” (Colin Gunton)

“One day the Kingdom of God will come fully and 
finally.  In the mean-time we have a job to do”. 

(N.T. Wright)



 “The commands of God are not just arbitrary rules; they 

are frequently related to the character or values or 

desires of God. So to obey God’s commands is to reflect 

God’s character in human life”. 

(Christopher Wright, Mission of God’s People pg 89). 

 In what ways do we need to be reminded that the blessing of  

salvation calls for the response of  covenantal obedience? In 

what areas to we need to display “obedience”?

 How does the link between the church’s mission and godly 

ethics challenge your own life and the life of  the church?

 If  ethics is the middle ground between our calling and our 

mission, what difference should that make as we go about our 

daily lives in the world – our choices, actions, attitudes and 

relationships?

Transformed and Transforming: 
Spirituality
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Key Verse

And now, just as you accepted Christ 
Jesus as your Lord, you must continue 
to follow him. Let your roots grow down 
into him, and let your lives be built on 
him.  Then your faith will grow strong 
in the truth you were taught, and you 

will overflow with thankfulness.

Colossians 2:6-7 (New Living Translation)



UP
Servant 

King

OUT
World

IN
Disciple

HOLY 
SPIRIT

Imitation



Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics

The ethical quality of  life of  the people of  God is the vital 

link between their calling and their mission.  God’s intention 

to bless the nations is inseparable from God’s ethical 

demands on the people he has created to be agents of  that 

blessing.  There is no biblical mission without biblical 

ethics.

(Christopher Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s 

Grand Narrative, Downers Grove: IVP, 2006, pg 369.)



Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics

the relationship between spirituality and ethics is a 
summons to live in God’s new world now; a new world 
begun with the resurrection of  Jesus and continued by the 
power of  the Holy Spirit.  This summons involves the 
“thoughtful encounter between Christ-followers, bound 
together in community, already practiced in a discerning 
way of  life, dedicated to seeking the kingdom, with the new 
issues demanding Christian response” based on the moral 
vision and character of  the Christian faith.   

(Glen H Stassen and David P Gushee, Kingdom Ethics:  
Following Jesus in Contemporary Context, Downers Grove: 

IVP Academic, 2002, 254)  



Assisted Suicide/Euthanasia: 
A Duty to Die?

Yes or No?

Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics



Quiz: Is this an example of  

euthanasia/assisted suicide

1. 25 year old male on life support after car crash 

– doctors say there is no hope of  recovery after 

brain injury – family decide to turn off  life support

2. Elderly couple purchase drug on the internet 

with the help of  a friend so they can administer 

drug and die together



Quiz: Is this an example of  

euthanasia/assisted suicide

3. Elderly person is given morphine in the final 

week of  life to ease pain.  They die peacefully days 

later.

4. Person in mid 30’s has terminal cancer and 

askes doctor to administer drugs to end their life 

when they decide the time is right.



 The key point is the intent

 Intent = end life = euthanasia/assisted suicide = 

illegal

 Intent = comfort/allow death to take its natural 

course = NOT euthanasia/assisted suicide = legal

 Currently there is a clear distinction in NZ law

Definition



‘a deliberate intervention, specifically intended to end 
a person’s life for the purpose of relieving distress’.

 Euthanasia: having one’s life ended by someone else 

eg a doctor administering a lethal dose of  drugs

 (Physician)Assisted Suicide: intentionally ending 

one’s life with help from someone else (including 

Doctors).

Definition



‘a deliberate intervention, specifically intended to end 
a person’s life for the purpose of relieving distress’.

 Assisted Dying/Physician Assisted Dying (PAD) or 
Medically Assisted Dying (MAiD)

 Issue: AS/E becomes a normal part of medical 
treatment

 Ontario Canada, 2018: Roger Foley 42 yrs old

Definition



There is no such thing as “passive euthanasia”

Switch off  machines

Disconnect a feeding tube 

Not carrying out life-extending operation

Not giving life-extending drugs

Non-intervention orders

These are not acts of euthanasia/assisted suicide

Definition



What are the reasons for 
change?

 1 Autonomy/Rights/Choice

 2 Fear of  pain/suffering

 3 Pressure from relatives

 4 Economics

 How would you rank these – choose your number 

one reason?



What are the reasons for 
change?

 losing autonomy (91.4%)

 less able to engage in activities making life 

enjoyable (86.7%),

 loss of  dignity (71.4%)  

 burden on family, friends/caregivers (40%)

 inadequate pain control or concerns about it 

(31.4%) 

https://public.health.oregon.gov/ProviderPartnerResources/Evaluation

Research/DeathwithDignityAct/Documents/year17.pdf (2014)

https://public.health.oregon.gov/ProviderPartnerResources/EvaluationResearch/DeathwithDignityAct/Documents/year17.pdf


What are the reasons for 
change?

How do we understand suffering?

 1

 2

 3



 Current debate lacks the voices of other cultural groups

 Euthanasia/ physician-assisted Suicide – no equivalent in language 
or practice in Māori and Pacific cultures 

 Māori – karanga aituā – talk about death will “call it down”

 Talk of  assisted suicide – “unnatural conversation to discuss or 

contemplate”

“the dying and their whānau are proactive in doing whatever they 

can to ensure a high quality of  life is achieved to enable the 

individual to live for as long as possible and as comfortably as 

possible” – “They do not give in easily to death”

 Tess Moeke-Maxwell

Cultural Dimensions



Summary of Issues
Overseas evidence shows:

 Extension of Criteria

 Increasing use of AS/E

 Increasing cases of Involuntary E

 Reduction of Controls over time

 Role of depression

 allowing euthanasia/assisted suicide also 
increases rates of unassisted suicide

 Affect on Medical community



Extension of Criteria and Normalisation

There is “no principled basis for excluding people 
suffering greatly and permanently, but not imminently 
dying” as noted in a recently completed report for the 
Royal Society of Canada.

End-of-Life Decision-Making in Canada: The Report by the Royal 

Society of Canada Expert Panel on End-of-Life Decision-Making, 
Chapter 5; 7.b part (iv) at 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3265521/ 

Summary of Issues



The New Zealand 
Situation

 1995 Michael Law’s death with dignity bill

 2003 Peter Brown’s death with dignity bill

 2012 Maryan Street’s End of  Life Choice Bill

 2015 Seales v Attorney General

 2015 Voluntary Euthanasia Society Petition

 2016 Health Select Committee 

Investigation’

 2017 David Seymour’s End of  life Choice Bill



Lecretia Seales v Attorney General

“The complex legal, philosophical, moral and

clinical issues raised by Ms Seales’ proceedings

can only be addressed by Parliament …”

Justice Collins – Judgement

All three petitions to the court based on human 

right to die/choose death were rejected on legal 

grounds

The New Zealand 
Situation



VES Petition 2015

TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

“We, the undersigned, respectfully request that the New 

Zealand House of  Representatives investigate fully public 

attitudes towards the introduction of  legislation which would 

permit medically assisted dying in the event of  a terminal 
illness or an irreversible condition which makes life 
unbearable.”

The New Zealand 
Situation



VES Petition 2015

Health Select Committee Process

 18 month process, report to Parliament August 2017

 21,000 unique submissions

 “80% of  submitters were opposed to a change in 

legislation that would allow assisted dying or 

euthanasia”. 

 Health Select Committee, Petition 2014/18 of Hon Maryan Street and 8,974 others.  

Wellington: NZ Parliament, 2017, pg 6.  https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-

NZ/SCR_74759/4d68a2f2e98ef91d75c1a179fe6dd1ec1b66cd24

The New Zealand 
Situation



David Seymour: End-Of-Life-Choice Bill

 Health Select Committee: 34,000+ submissions

 Provides immunity from criminal prosecution or disciplinary 

action for doctors or pharmacists involved in hastening death 

(unless provable that they acted in “bad faith”)

 4 methods proposed: ingestion or intravenous delivery by the 

person (assisted suicide); or delivery through a tube or injection 

(euthanasia). 

 Provides “assisted dying” for NZ citizens 18+ with a terminal 
illness or grievous and irremediable condition; or in advanced 
state of irreversible decline; unbearable suffering unable to be 

relieved in a manner the person considers tolerable

The New Zealand 
Situation



David Seymour: End-Of-Life-Choice Bill

 Health Select Committee: 34,000 submissions

 ‘Unbearable suffering’ is self-defined – effectively EAS ‘on 
demand’

 Will be lawful to promote assisted suicide

 No provision for Advanced Care Directives

The New Zealand 
Situation



 The Bill is not just about persons with a terminal illness but 

embraces anyone with grievous and irremediable condition or 

in an advanced state of  irreversible decline or with unbearable 

suffering unable to be relieved in a manner the person 
considers tolerable.

 People who live with chronic depression or mental illness
qualify for euthanasia, even if  they reject effective treatment 

on the basis they deem it intolerable.

 No person is obligated to take a role under this Bill, although 

medical practitioners who conscientiously object must refer 
people to the SCENZ Group.

The New Zealand 
Situation



Professor Theo Boer –

Netherlands

 A former euthanasia supporter and Academic

 Initially argued that a ‘good euthanasia law’ 

would produce relatively low numbers of  deaths.

 Long-time member of  Euthanasia Review 

Committee

 Increased use of  physician assisted suicide

 “the very existence of  a euthanasia law turns 

assisted suicide from a last resort into a normal 

procedure - Don't make our mistake.”



Premature death becomes a significant 

risk in a society which is ambivalent 

about people perceived as contributing 

little or nothing while being a drain on 

valuable resources.

Upholding the choice of a few to be 
euthanased will effectively take away the 
choice and/or will to live for much larger 
numbers of others. 



As overseas experience shows, it’s not where we 

start with respect to legislation around 

euthanasia and assisted suicide but where it 

will take us and where we will end up.

You matter because you are you.
You matter to the last moment of your life,

and we will do all we can,
not only to help you die peacefully,

but to live until you die.

C Sanders, as quoted in Margaret Whipp, Euthanasia – a 

good death? Grove Booklets E117.



Spiritual Perspectives

 Holistic view of personhood 

 Intrinsic value and dignity of  human life regardless of  
abilities or situation

 Life is seen in terms of  gift rather than right

 Autonomy/rights are not absolute 

 Focus on Character – who we are as people -virtues

 Relational/Communal issue



Spiritual Perspectives

 Sacrifice and compassion includes caring well 

 Compassion denotes walking alongside so as to not die 
alone

 Relief  of  suffering can include not prolonging death

 Doing good without doing harm

 Unconditional Love – care and compassion without harm 
(killing) –Protection of  the vulnerable

 A society is judged on how it treats the vulnerable – the 
young, the sick and the old 



Theology
• God as Creator
• Creation
• Relational-Covenant
• Humanity

Ethics
• Ultimate/

Penultimate
• Relational Covenant
• Personhood and 

Autonomy

….Honour and worth are not dependent on 

social usefulness (R. Gula)

Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics-CREATION



Theology
•God’s Providence
•Continuing 
presence
•Obedience & 
Participation

Ethics
• Embodied 

Participation
• Compassion
• Community

• Character
• Obedience
• Holiness

• Prudence & 
Wisdom

Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics-CONTINUING CREATION



Theology
•Fulfillment of 
God’s purposes
•Hope 
•Anticipation & 
participation

Ethics
• Action
• Hope
• Future Generations

• Circumspection

‘offering to the dying not a deadly poison, 

but rather neighbourly love and the hope 

of eternal life’

John Jefferson Davis, Evangelical Ethics (2004), 201.

Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics-NEW CREATION



Climate Change/Environmental 
Concerns

Issues:

Values:

Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics



http://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2015-whats-

warming-the-world/

https://stories.ehf.org/johan-rockstrom-

anthropocene-d825e490f1eb

https://stories.ehf.org/johan-rockstrom-anthropocene-d825e490f1eb


Environmental Ethics

History:

Lynn White: Why does he blame Christianity for the 
environmental crisis

1

2

3

4

5



Environmental Ethics
History:

19th Century – linking of human activity and the environment eg industrialisation, 
global economy

20th Century – Ecology as a discipline – agriculture and conservation

 Human population growth

 1930’s US dustbowl

 1960’s Careless use of pesticides –control of nature

 1971 Francis Shaeffer “Pollution and the Death of Man”

 1970’s – James Lovelock –Gaia hypothesis

 1986 –Chernobyl

 1989 –Exxon Valdez in Alaska

 1997 – Kyoto Protocols

 2010 – B.P. Gulf of Mexico



Environmental Ethics

Secular Approaches:

Ideology/Worldview

Humanity as Consumer + Environment as Commodity 

= C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 



Environmental Ethics

 Mechanistic law and autonomous view of  nature  -
the order of  matter has no intrinsic moral or 
teleological significance:

 Technocentric – nature as a recourse bank for human 
purposes

 Good and Value – eg beauty - construct of  the 
human mind not an intrinsic property

 Nature – available for human consumption and 
manipulation 



Environmental Ethics

Christian Responses:

Global

5 FOLD MISSION TASKS – ACC6, 8
 Tell - to proclaim the Good news of  God’s realm

 Teach - to teach, baptise and nurture new believers

 Tend - to respond to human need by loving service

 Transform - to seek to transform the unjust structures of  

society

 Treasure - to strive to safeguard the integrity of  creation and 

sustain and renew the life of  the earth.

Local

Personal



Theology
• God as Creator
• Creation

• Humanity
• Relational

Ethics
• Ultimate
• Penultimate

• Relationality
• Covenantal

• Personhood and autonomy

Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics-CREATION



Theology
• God’s Providence
• Continuing 

presence
• Obedience & 

Participation

Ethics
• Embodied Participation

• Compassion
• Community

• Character
• Obedience
• Holiness

• Virtues: 
• Prudence and Wisdom

Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics-CONTINUING CREATION



Theology
• Fulfillment of 

God’s purposes
• Hope 
• Anticipation & 

participation

Ethics
• Participation/

Anticipation
• Success and Progress
• Continuity/ 

Discontinuity
• Future Generations

• Circumspection

Transformed and Transforming: 
Ethics-NEW CREATION



“We need to discern what limits we can and 
are called to transcend, and what limits we 
cannot or should not try to overcome”

(Neil Messer)


